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THE BISHOP" LETTER. 


Pi Kat, CHENGTU, 
SZECHWAN, WEST Cun. 


March 28rd, 1934. 


My DEAR 

As I am to leave Penete in the course of a 
day or two, and shall be travelling almost con- 
tinuously for about three months, it will be better 
me to’ write the usual letter for the “Bulletin”’ 
before my journeys commence. _ 

Shortly after writing to you on the last occa- 
sion I paid a visit to Shunking. Conditions of 
travel by car were not exactly ideal, but it is well 
that one should be initiated into every phase of life 
in this region. What might have been a very 
serious accident was averted in God’s good mercy; 
for on the second day of our journey, coming round 


a sharp bend on to a steep and slippery declivity, . 
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we suddenly found ourselves on a very narrow 
bridge which the heavy mist ak Th us from 
seeing before we were almost on it. The bridge 


was without any parapet or other protection, and it~ 


was only with great skill and difficulty that the car 
did not drive straight over the side; but the sharp 
turn necessary to avoid this sent it to the other 


side, to be brought to a standstill by Mr. Rudd with 


one of the front wheels hanging in mid-air and the | 
car resting on the axle, It was with grateful hearts 


that we offered up our thanks to Almighty God 
for this deliverance after a few. tens of villagers had _ 


brought back the car to its normal position on the © 
bridge. The seventy miles between Suiling and 
Shunking took very many hours; it was necessary 
for the passengers not seldom to run along the side 
of the road in order to let the car proceed over the 
mud, and even this proceeding did not prevent the ~ 
necessity for the car to be dug out on occasion. 


The pre-occupation of the provincial authorities — 


with the military situation anent the Communists 
makes it impossible for the task of road building 
and repair;to be given the attention it deserves. 
The few days I was able to spend in Shunking 
brought very great encouragement, and I. was 
greatly cheered by the spirit that prevailed in what 
is obviously a very live church. There was the 


- opportunity of consultatién with my senior col- 


league, Mr. Parsons, especially regarding the 
return of missionaries to certain stations which had 
been evacuated some months previously. The return 
journey was made over roads not quite so trying, — 
and it was a very pretty sight that we had coming © 
over the snow-covered heights of Lung-chuan-ih, © 
but such conditions called for great care and skill 
on the part of Mr. Rudd, who was thereby sub- 


jected ‘to unusual strain. 
' Four days after returning to Chengtu I started 


out again for Mienchu, and on this occasion my. 
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wife me., We greeted our frininds and 
colleagues at Sintu and then went on for the week- 
end to Hanchow, where it was a great joy to see 
the vigorous work that is being: carried’ on by 
Mr. and Mrs. Donnithorne and Mr. Wang Chi- 
shuen, and especially to note how the congregation 
asa whole, particularly the younger members, seem 
to regard the church as their home. At Hanchow 
we were joined by several missionary colleagues, 
and ain went on to Mienchu for the C.M:S. 
Conference. As a rule this gathering is held after 
the Chinese sub-synod, but on this occasion un- 
- avoidable circumstances had caused it to be held 
previously, and so certain recommendations were 
‘made for the consideration éf the sub-Synod. 
Owing to careful preparations by the C.M.S. Secre- 
tary and the fodrbearance of the members of Con- 
ference, the business was despatched expeditiously 
and without undue strain. The reports given by 
the missionaries on the three evenings were a great — 
joy to hear and we were thereby enabled to help | 
each other by sympathetic and understanding a 
prayer. 
: Although it was not possible to travel by car 
the whole way back to Chengtu, we were enabled 
_ to do so from Shihfang, and so returned to Chengtu 
in the course of a single day. The next day, 
February 6th, we began the meetings of the 
Western sub-synod. It was a new experience for 
me, and one of very great interest, to be a member 
of an assembly presided over by a Chinese Bishop. 
Bishop. Song managed the business of the Synod — 
with great despatch, and in two and a half days, 
including committee meetings, everything had 
been attended to. I was much struck by the 
marked ability of many of the Chinese members of — 
Synod and by the deference paid to them by the 
Western missionaries, who self-sacrificingly left 
‘most of the discussion to their Chinese colleagues. 
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It was impossible, however, not to note the very 
‘small proportion of ordinary congregational repre- 
sentatives, and it is to be hoped that this feature . 
will gradually improve. During the course of the 


gatherings the Western part of the Diocese re- 


ceived me officially at a service of Enthronement, 
and I was greatly helped and cheered by the spirit _ 


in which I was then, and on othér occasions, 
welcomed. A day at the end of Synod was observed 
as a Retreat. After a most helpful Quiet Hour 
conducted by the Archdeacon, the rest of the day 


‘was given to a discussion of ways and means of © 


making the Five Years’ Movement more successful, 
and in this we were ably assisted by Dr. Tsui, the 
Secretary of the National Christian Council, and 
Dr. Fan, an Executive Secretary of the Church of 


Christ in China. I think it 18 safe to say that this 
last day was-the most profitable of all. 


‘It was not long before we again took to the 
road, and on February 19th my wife, Bishop Song 


. and myself set out for a journey through all the © 
_ Western area. We went by car to Kintang and on © 


to Chongchiang,- Fengkuching, Mienchow, and 
Chongpa, and so back through Mienchow, Loh- 
chiang and Tehyang, where we had to leave the car 


and proceed by. rickshaw through Hsiaoch’iian to 
- Mienchu. From there Bishop Song and I went .on— 
to Ho-pa-chang, Hsiu-shui-ho and Anhsien in 


rather bad weather, which made the roads difficult 
of negotiation by the richshaw pullers, who found 


it not too easy to pull even their empty rickshaws 
up the slippery slopes. Owing to Bishop Song’s 


. duties at the University and Senior Middle Sehool, 
the trip had to be a somewhat hurried one, but even 


so it was possible to get a very real idea of the life’ 


of the church. In most of the places there are 


evident signs of definite growth, and on the part of 


the workers, both Chinese and Western, there is a 
feeling of hope and confidence that the future will 
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see much advance. I think, to be perfectly candid, | 
this is more evident in the places where there are — 
missionary workers; not indeed that the Westerners ~ 
are entirely 1 charge of the work or doing it all — 
oa themselves, but it is evident that with Western 
+ 71 colleagues the Chinese are doing very much better 
work than in the places where they are alone. In 
or two stations, in Tehyang and~Anhsien (it 
. is well to be explicit so that definite prayer may 
+  be .made) the church is seriously lacking in 
_ earnestness and definite purpose, largely because of 
_ the pre-occupation with other duties of the Chinese 
_ clergy in charge. My wife and I were engaged 
~ longer on the trip than we had anticipated, and it 
was a great pleasure,.owing to the partial break- | 
down of the car, to spend two or three days in ~ 
Hanchow and to take part in the most useful Bible — 
School conducted by. Mr. and Mrs. Donnithorne 
there; also to have a week-end at Sintu, where the 
vigorous ministry of Mr: Lutley and Mr. Lin Tsen-_ 
chi is being blessed to the recovery of much of the 
‘former extent of the church’s life there. Bishop 
Song had meanwhile returned to Chengtu as it was 
necessary for him to. get back to his educational 
duties. 

The political situation is not easy to will. 
stand. Some weeks ago it was again causing great 
anxiety, for the slackening of effort at the time of 
Chinese New Year led to a military setback in the 
region around Suiting and Siianhan and much 
ground was lost. It is reported that this has now 
been recovered, and there is less-reason for fear. 

From the more Northern parts, news comes of 
_. Government victories and the recovery of Muhmen 
Pachow. With Muhmen, Kwangyuan, 
Paoning, [lung and Pachow all in possession once 
| of the Government forces, is unreason- 
_. able to expect security in a p ce hike . 


but for some unaccountable reason, ther 


o 


appear still to be a strong force of Communists at 
- no great distance from Paoning and Tsangki. The 
~ yecent military successes would seem therefore to 
‘be more apparent than real. I am glad to say that 
- many places previously evacuated by the mission- 
aries are now being re-occupied, such as Paoning; 
Nanpu, Suiting, Siianhan, Chihsien, Tachuh, and it 
is greatly to be hoped that these may now continue 
so to be held, -and that, if it be God’s will, before 
Tong Kwangyuan, Ilung, Yingshan, Pachow and 
other places may once~ more be the scene of 
vigorous missionary labours. 
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In the nature of the case it is not possible to eee 


know yet all that has been happening in the area ° 
occupied by the’~Communist hordes, but much: of 
_ the news that has reached us has been distressing. 
In the Siianhan district, where the Gospel anti- 
opium campaign had been so richly blessed, Mr. 
Skinner tells of the loss by death of quite a large 
number of Christians and hearers, including Mrs. 
Chen, the voluntary Biblewoman. Others, young 
men catechumen, are said to have been compelled 
to join the Communist army.. Mr. Lo Feng-cheo, — 
the evangelist at Pachiaowan, writes to tell me he 
has not heard. for a long time of his wife and 
daughter, who somehow were left in an oceupied 
area, and he does not know whether they are alive. 


_or not. In every place occupied by the invading _ 


marauders there has been practically total loss of | 
_ possessions both by missionaries and by Chinese 
workers and Christians. In Sintientsi the faithful 
old gateman of 82 years old was despoiled_eyen of 
_ his coffin—a serious loss in‘ Chinese eyes, especially 
when its probable use, as originally intended, could 
not long have been delayed. I know that all these 
things will be much in your prayers; that there may 
_ be comfort given to those who have suffered; that. 


_-it may be possible to afford relief to those in 


greatest temporal need, that the testimony of those 
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if 
who have so suffered for the sake of sii Lord and 


Master may be fruitful in the winning of other — 


lives; that in the case of those who, it may be, 
have compromised their Christian profession there 

may be given the grace of repentance; and that 
those whose duty it is to deal. i a them may be 
granted loving wisdom. 

In the North and East, that is, the greater part of 
the diocese, the question of self-support_is becom- . 
' ang acute, and the political situation has much en- 
hanced the difficulty. In pursuance of the Mission — 
‘ policy, the congregations during the present year _ 

are expected to provide half the income needed for 
_ the support of the workers in other than the For- — 

ward Movement areas. In the case of the churches 
which have suffered most directly from the recent 
disturbances, the Mission has very generously 
granted a bonus. Some of the churches not dis- 
_turbed have been able to meet the demands made 
-—upor them; others have not so succeeded, and as a 
result some of the workers have not: received their 
- full salaries. The whole question is one of extra- . 
ordinary difficulty. I think it is becoming more 
and more evident that a purely stipendiary ministry 
such as exists in the homoeflands is quite impossible © 
in a field like Szechwan, where the numbers, in 
- view of the wide area, are not large, and where the 
people are forsthe most part. of the poorer classes; 
and it would seem almost inevitable that sooner or 
later matiy ordained clergy, who voluntarily give 
their labour in that capacity, must be provided. 
‘There must be a certain number of efficient trained 
workers giving their whole time to the work, and 
these ought to be provided with a salary suitable 
for the position they occupy, and such ‘that will 
make it inexcusable for them to be engaged ji An other 
duties for the sake of additional income. It is 
highly unsatisfactory when workers who receive a 
‘lefinite salary for whole-time work are known, 
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because of the insufficiency of their income,: to be 
giving mucn of their time and attention to outside 
work. It is a situation which is not entirely in 
accordance with Christian standards. To receive a 
salary and not to.do the work.lowers the indi- 
vidual’s moral power, and also causes loss of respect 
from those who ought to look up to Christian « 
leaders. Problems such as this are pressing heavily 
upon the Church throughout this region, and I trust 
that the solution of them will be asked for in your © ee 
: prayers. One phase of the problem of self-support oe F 
es is giving us much sorrow at the present time, for 
| : owing to the inability of the Chinese Church to 
: provide the requisite proportion of the cost of train- 
: - ing, it has been found necessary to close down the 
‘Training Class recently held. in Shunking, which 
_ ordinarily is held in Paoning. A Church without 
aa trained leaders must certainly be weak, and for. this 
~~-too I seek the help of your prayers that we may 
be guided to some plan whereby leaders can be 
provided and yet the Church not be pauperised: in 
the provision of them. 
There is much of the work with ‘which: if am 
naturally still unacquainted, but on the whole it is 
_ such as to give me great cheer and hope. One part | 
"oft i may be permitted to mention, seeing that 
_ it has in recent days been much under my notice, 
and that is Bishop Song’s work amongst the 
students. The position my episcopal colleague 
occupies in the student world of Chengtu is a -most 
| remarkable one, and his influence is very great 
-*  jndeed amongst these hundreds of young men and 
women. As a lecturer in the Government Univer- | | 
sity and Senior Middle Schools he is in direct touch 
| with a large number of these, a great many of 
whom come regularly to his weekly Bible class for 
definite instruction in Christian truth. In addition, . 
he has recently inaugurated a series of weekly 
lectures to non-Christian students, and only last 
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~ week two hundred of these assembled in St. John’s 


Church to hear the que lons diseussed ‘‘ What is 
Christianity and What is\Life?’’ The Bishop is 
most hopeful that from this important class many 


will definitely take their stand under the banner of 


- Christ. Such work is naturally very exacting, and . | 


it leaves little time or strength for the wider duties 


for which a Bishop is_ generally responsible; but | 


this is a field to which Bishop Song feels a very 
special call, and I know he would greatly value 
your help by prayer. 

have been in Chengtu now for over two 
weeks, but in a day or two it will be necessary to 
leave on a journey which will occupy about three 
months: I hope to set out eastwards, and after 
visiting the stations along the lower route be- 


tween Shunking and Wanhsien, to attend the — 


_ General Synod at Wuhu, and then to pay a visit on 
- mission business to Shanghai. On my return to the 
province I shall endeavour, D.V., to see the work - 
in the stations along the more northerly route 
between Kaihsien and Paoning, and so get back 
home about the end of June. Bishop Song feels it 
impossible to leave his student work for attend- 


ance at the General Synod, but I hope that Bishop 
Ku will accompany me from Shunking onwards. 


He has not been well during recent months, and is 
feeling the burden of advancing years. He is 


questioning in his own mind as to whether he is 
equal to the duties which fall to him as Bishop, 
and the disturbed conditions prevailing the areas 
for which he is responsible have only added to his 
difficulty and disquiet. For him, too, I would ask 
your sympathetic intercessions. _ : 
It has been a very delightful and cilia ex- 
perience during the past nearly three months to 
meet so many of my missionary fellow workers, and 
it is impossible to mention by name those who are 
devoting all they have and are to the work of the 
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for I no one amongst them is 
not so doing. I should like, however, to say with 
what satisfaction I have received recently the assur- 

ance from the Archdeacon that it is his intention : 

~ after a normal furlough to return to his most | 
valuable work in the Western area. I trust that 
nothing will arise to prevent this. intention from 

being fulfilled. 

i Again I would thank you all most fidartity- for 
the help you have given, all of you by sympathetic cc 
prayer and many of you by cheering and encour- 
aging letters. 


Yours i in Chiist’s service, 


JOHN HOLDEN, Bp. 


—NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES. 


Day ‘Langchung (Paoning). | 

Max Gray is hoping to re-open the 
in September if the necessary staff is ‘gathered 
together.” Until then, he is likely » to be engaged it in 
itinerant medical work. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 
Pastor Ts’ u has_ been appointed here 
or six months. . His first report gives harrowing 
details of Christians and others who were ciurdered 
during the Communist occupation of the city. The 
church at one out-station was used as a veritable » 
slaughter-house, and the walls were said to be — 
running with blood, Pastor Ts’ai is seeking to get 
touch with the scattered Christians. | 


<The Misses Wright, Dix and Wallis have been 
appointed to Nanpu. Miss Wallis, while at Shun- 
_ king, preparing to go forward to Nanpu, was bitten 
‘by a dog supposed to be mad, so she and Miss 
were to travel to Chengtu in 
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order that she might have the benefit of Pasteur 
treatment. She is making a good recovePy. Miss 


Wright has had. to —e an operation. 
Futsunyi. | 


Miss Culverwell Llovd have 


encouraged in the work among refugees, several 


of whom have been converted and are now return- | 
ing to the areas until recently over-run by Com-_ 


munists. | 


Day -Yingshan. 


The Rev. J. Carpenter made a ¥i 
‘at the end of April to oversee necessary repairs 3 = 


the Mission House. Probably. by this time he has - 
been joined by Mrs. Carpenter and by the Misses 


Allen and Warreh, who are making Yingshan their | <> 


Chowkow. | 
The Rev. Mrs. G. re- 


turned to this centre together with two new : 


workers, Messrs. N. C. Pateman and =. E. Lloyd. 
Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


Dr. A. P. Parke, a new worker, oa been - 


appointed to this, station for language’ study pre- 


liminary to joining Dr. ‘Max Gray at ‘the Lanchung 


Hospital. 


Day 13. Chiihsien. 
Miss Allibone and Miss Tucker are ra present é 
in Shanghai undertaking the housekeeping in the 


-C.I.M. Home. Miss E. M. Darby has been joined 


at Chiihsien by a new worker, Miss M. E. Fearn. 


Day 14. Tachu. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. B. J ackson have. béen 


appointed to this station. 
Day 15. Siianhan (Tonghsiang). 


Mr. F. A. Skinner and Miss P. J. Morgan were 


- hoping to be married some time in | June. 
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Day 16. Liangshan, 


Great rejoicing has been iy the 
ment of Dr. Lila Jackson, a new worker from — 
_ Canada, to the Hospital. There are over 200 child- — 


ren in the Girls’ School. 


Day 21. P’ing-Wu (Longan). | 
The Rev. R. V. Bazire has recently visited 


Songpan and urges the importance of sending re- — 


inforcements to occupy this centre for tribal work. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bazire are much encouraged in regard . 


to out-station work. There have been definite 
conversions at Ch’ing-ch’uan, which has_ been 


visited by Messrs., Purchas and Robert; and at Ku- 


ch’eng, which for long has seemed hard and unres- 
ponsive, some of the women at last seem to be 
coming into the light. In P’ing-wu itself, the 
people seem to be Gospel-hardened, and the Church 
1s urgently 1 in need of revival, | 


Day 22. Chongpa. 

Those interested in this station will be sorry to 
know that difficulties have arisen about the build- 
ing of the new church. It has been found im- 
- possible to sell the old church and site as there is 
not a clear title to the ground site. Also, Arch- 


bishop Mowll has not been able to provide the 
money he thought could be made available through 


Diocesan funds; therefore, the idea of building a 
new church is abandoned for the time 


Day 23. -Mienchow. 
The Rev. H. A. ‘nen writes of a - Bible 


School attended by 24 young farmers as ‘‘ the most 


powerful one we have had.”’ ‘‘ On the closing 
night of the School four of the young men gladly 


witnessed to the fact: that they had accepted Christ 


as their Saviour. Nine members of the Wang 
family were there, and were so keen that the local 


churchwarden confessed that he was bitterly © 
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| - Government School children. 
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ashamed of himself that he had been a Christian for 
30 years and had not won so many to Christ in that 
time a8 Old Wang had done in the three years since 


he knew our Lord.’’ Mr. Maxwell is sharing in the 


- teaching in the Middle School, where Mrs. Maxwell. 


is helping also. She has started a Sunday service 


ies The Rev. V. H. Donnithorne reports that four 
Bible Schools, have been held in this station since 


the Chinese New Year started in February. The 


first was attended by 36 educated young men, all 
craduates of or students in upper Middle Schools, 
with a few from the University. Most of them 
came from Government Middle Schools. Mr. 


Maxwell took a course of lectures on ‘Evangelistic 
_.  Methods,’’ and at the close organised a group of — 

nine students from Chengtu into an evangelistic 

band, which has since been doing good work in the 


capital. Some of the young nurses from the 
Mienchu Hospital who attended the School have 


_started, on their own initiative, a weekly meeting = 


with all the nurses for the discussion of Christi- 
anity, as a result of which the whole spiritual tone 
of the Hospital is changing for the better; while 
four students from the Mienchow School are now ~ 


_ keen to help with evangelistic work there. The 


second Bible School lasted a whole month, and was 
attended by 25 young farmers, all under 33 years 
old, who could read and were Christians or catechu- 


‘men. In both the Schools, much time was devoted 


to taking the young men out in bands for preaching » 
and bookselling in the country markets, this ex- 
perience in practical work a ereat help to 
them. 


Mr. Donnithorne writes: “‘I have heard com- — 
ments from many workers that these schools were 
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a proof of how great a change had come over 

Chinese opinion in the last year or so. We never 
rémember another time, certainly not recently, 
when we could have collected so many young men, 
éspecially Government school students, to give up 
their holiday time voluntarily to regular Bible 
study! Another thing significant of the new atti- 
tude is the way some of the young men who were 
a few years ago among the leaders of the anti- 
Christian “movement are now coming round as 


‘inquirers.’ 


Day a0. Chongkiang. 


\ In a farmhouse two miles out of this city, 29 
men attended a.six-days Bible School of which Mr. 
Maxwell reports: ‘‘ The hand of God was upon us. 
The enthusiasm engendered by our evangelistic 


efforts is likely to have lasting. effects upon a 
church that has already packed congregations, and | 


cares deeply for the non-Christians. An evan- 
gelistic band has been organised, and three districts 
are to be visited 


On pee return to Chengtu from furlough, Mrs. 
Smalley notes sigus of ‘marked spiritual progress 
in the students at the Union Christian Unggyersity. 
She writes of a conference of 30 students“ffom the 


~ University and from Christian schools in the city 


which was held in a village three miles from 


-\ Chengtu. ‘‘ It was planned and carried out mostly 
\ by the students. For a week of their vacation they 
\met every morning for prayer and discussion. In. 


the afternoons they practised their ideas on the 
sountryside. Divided into three parties, they visited 
small villages near. . . . The girls took the women 


ant children i in iiftercat groups and talked to them. 


. They have been so amazed at the results, the 
eagdrness of the country folk, the sympathy and . 
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, need of the farmers, and the success of their own 


venture that they are planning for three more next — 


year. . Every week a group of boys from the 
C. M.S. College and Middle School meet, at their 
own request, and after prayer and quiet thought 


together make new plans for evangelising their 


fellow-students and townsmen. Just now a group 
have been to an annual fair in the city and to 
conduct evangelistic meetings there. Two years 
ago nothing would have induced them thus publicly 
to acknowledge their Faith. It seems that at last 


the anti-foreign and anti-Christian spirits of recent 


years are disappearing, and good opportunities of . 
spreading the Gospel are now on every hand. The 
only rival to Christianity in Szechwan among the 
young people at the moment is Communism.’’ 


‘NEWS OF 


ARCHBISHOP MOWLL. 
The Archbishop and Mrs. Mowll had a wonder- 


fully calm voyage out to Australia, and were really 
able to enjoy some of the rest which they so greatly — 
needed. The former writes in the ‘‘SSydney Diocesan 
Magazine’’: ‘‘ At Colombo it was strange to see the 
: Chitral ’ setting off for China while we turned our 


faces in another direction. But as soon as we . 


reached Fremantle we began to know the meaning 


of a‘ Dinkum’ welcome. The Archbishop of Perth 
not only met us and took us to his home, but had ~ 


arranged for us to meet many of the clergy and 
laity at St. George’s College. Dean Jose was 
equally kind at Adelaide, and in Melbourne the 
Archbishop and Mrs. Head gave up a whole day to — 
our great pleasure and advantage.’’ (At Melbourne - 


~ Miss Mannett and Miss Cooper, both on furlough 


| from ‘Western China, arranged the C. M. S. Com- 
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mittee Room in Chinese fashion for the formal— 
or informal !—welcome of the Church Missionary 


Society of Australia.) ‘‘ March Ist was a perfeet 


morning to reach beautiful Sydney. Although the 


hour was so early, our homecoming began with the 


Rector and Mayor of Manly and their party stand- 
ing on the North Head with a big banner of wel- 
come, while from the other side of the harbour the 


_ _ bells ‘of St. Mark’s, Darling Point, were ringing 


out a greeting... . Large numbers had been good 
enough to come down to the wharf. We were 
so glad to go at once to the Cathedral where ‘ we 


thanked God and took courage.’ ”’ 
Bishop Mowll’s enthronement as 


of New South Wales and Archbishop of Sydney 
took place in the Cathedral on the morning of ~- 
March 138th, the very impressive service being 
attended by the Governor, representing, His 


Majesty the King; the Premier and Lord Mayor, 
representing the citizens; all the Bishops of the 


- Province of New South Wales: and the Archbishop - 


of Melbourne. The new Archbishop’ took as his 
-. text II. Corinthians iv. 5: ‘‘ We preach not our- 
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.’ After referring in 
some detail to the past history of the Diocese of 
Sydney and the work of his predecessors in office, 
he“went on to say: ‘‘ Our task 1 is to revive personal 
and supernatural religion ’’; pointing out that the 
significant service of enthronement should be 
regarded as the antithesis of all ecclesistical 
assumption, the conception being not magisterial 
but ministerial: The minister of Christ is the servant 
of his brethren; and the Church can only go forward. 
‘as each one honestl sabercats that his conduct 


shall proclaim not himself, but Christ Jesus the 


Lord. 


The sasiienamiiih was followed by a luncheon 


arranged by the Diocesan Synod and ministers of 
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‘the Diocese; and there was a public welcome at | 


the Town Hall in the evening, at which all sections 
of the community greeted the Archbishop with 
enthusiasm. 
Miss Mannett and Miss — were able to be 
in Sydney for the week, and sat with Mrs. Mowll 
in the Cathedral, thus ‘helping both her and the 


Archbishop to realise afresh the close link with 
_ ‘West China friends. They are hoping to have a 


West China Prayer Meeting every month in the 
Chapter’ House. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 

The C.M.S. Conference which met in J anuary~ 
thankfully accepted the offer of the Misses C. E.— 
Wells, C. E. Belcher and E. C. Elder.to remain.in — 
the field for a further period of one year. Miss — 
Wells has already been in the field over six years 
without furlough, and her total service is nearly 
43 years. The Rev. and Mrs. Donnithorne have 
also expressed their intention of staying in the 


Mission for another year before taking furlough. 


~The Ven. Archdeacon and Mrs. Boreham, Dr. 
and Mrs, J. H. Lechler and Miss M. A. Armfield, 


all proceeding on furlough, were able to attend the 


General Synod of the Chung Hua naeng Kung Hui 


gt Wuhu 1 in April. 


Bishop Holden, after sitandiag the General 
Synod, was hoping to go straight up to Ichang 


and then on to Kweifu, the most easterly city in the 
Diocese, to begin from there a two-months’ over- 
land tour through stations in the east and north, 


many of which have only recently been vacated by 


the Communists. 


The Rev. and Mrs. F. A. Smalley and their two 
children did the last. -of their to 
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“Chengtu by air, travelling from Chungking (from 


which place there i is now a regular air service’ four 
days a week) in two hours, a distance which 
formerly took six weeks to cover. | 


The Rev. D. N. Sargent has been sadaih 


accepted as a missionary by the C.M.S. eeneene, 


and hopes to sail for West China at the end of thi 
year. After the usual period in the Mission lai 
down by the regulations, he hopes to be married to 
Miss L. Whitworth, one .of the Church _— 


workers in the C.M. S. Mission. 


: The Rev. S. H. Wu, who has spent the summer | 

term in Oxford, hopes to visit Palestine with the 
other students from Wycliffe Hall, and after a five- 
weeks’ stay in that country, will proceed (D.V.) to 


China at the end of August. 


Mrs. H. W. Funnell is at eee on en of | 


absence from China, and hopes shortly to be joined 


by her husband for ‘furlough i in this country. : 
The Rev. R. B. and Mrs. Porter have been 
granted leave of absence from the field, and will be 
~ coming home some time this summer. They are 
bringing their two daughters in order to arrange 


for their further education in this country. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Martin and their little 


girl who, since the evacuation of their station, 


have been living in Chungking, have now arrived 
home on furlough.. 


Miss E. A. White has been designated to the 
city of lung. 


‘Mr. and Mrs, Cc. A. Scott are remaining at 


- home for another year before returning to China, in 
order that they may give themselves to work in the 


north of England in the interests of the C. I. M. 


They would value prayer on their behalf. 


The Rev. and- Mrs. K. CG. Bevan and their three 
and Miss Cc. Mitchell all to return 
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to China i in (D.V. “The Rev, and Mrs. 
F. Houghton are planning to visit China in the 
autumn, and will include the Diocese of Western 
China 1 in their ttinerary. | 


D. A W.C. ANNUAL MEBTING. 


At The Annual Meeting of the Association held 
at the Central Hall, Westminster, on May 30th, 
1934, with Preb. ‘. W. Hinde in the chair, a- 
resolution adopted by the General Committee 
appointing the Archbishop of Sydney as a Vice- 
_ President of the Association was confirmed with, 
_ unanimity and enthusiasm. The Archbishop had 
already signified his pleasure in accepting the 
_ office, and so continuing his link with all the friends | 
of Western China. A message of welcome. to the 
- new Bishop had been despatched earlier, and a letter 
~ received from him expressing his prayerful good 
_ wishes for the meeting. The Chairman mentioned 
_ Bishop Holden’s appointment of, the Revs. W. H., 
Aldis, B. W. Isaac and 0. R. M. Roxby to act 96 
his Commissaries. Mr. J. H. Wenham, hon.. 
treasurer, reported that although the past year had © 
been one of considerable difficulty in regard to 
finance, there was great reason for thankfulness, © 
God having supplied all the needs - in a wonderful 
wav. 

The S. H. Wu. Principal of the C:M.S. 
School at Mienchow, gave a very interesting 
address.. He stated that ‘however true it might be, 
in regard to other parts of the mission field, that 
edueational work was, being ‘‘ over-done,’’ that - 
statement: was certainly not true with regard to S, 
Western China. There was but one ‘‘ Middle ”’ 
boarding school for the whole of the immense 
“diocese, and the real fact was that, so far from 
being ‘‘ over-done,’’ educational. work was under- 
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-done,’’ while this one school was far from being 
adequately equipped. There is no playground, no 
dining hall, no library, no workshop, and there are 
more classes than class rooms. Nevertheless, more 
than 470 boys and girls are being educated there, | 

although the contribution from England is but £1 
a year. About 150 are boarders, and these come 
from all over the diocese, including both C.I.M.. 
and C.M.S. ‘‘Our school is needed because we want — 
Christian leaders—pastors, teachers, doctors, evan- - 
gelists. We take it that England does not want to 
‘send out missionaries to China for ever, but desires 
that we should have our own leaders and manage 
our own affairs as soon as possible. This can only 


“come about by education, and that through our 


own school. The best Christian workers in_ the 


diocese already, both C.I.M. and C.M.S., are old 


2 boys and old girls from Mienchow.’’ Principal Wu. 


- gtressed also the evangelistic side of the work. 
Three-fourths of the children in the school come 
non-Christian families, whereas when they 
leave, more than three-fourths are Christian. Cer- 
tainly such a school is necessary for the education 
of the children of Christian parents. ‘‘ What we 
need at present, if we are unable to open more 
' schools, is to strengthen the only school we have.’” 


Mr. E. A. Sadler gave thanks to God for the 
pioneers who paved the way in regard to the 
evangelisation of Szechwan. Less than 50 years 
ago the 70 millions of people there were destitute 
of the Gospel. Now there is a chain of stations 
right across the eastern part of the Province. — 
Through the efforts of those pioneers, churches, 


schools and mission houses had been built. They te 


had faced difficulties that the present generation of. 

missionaries have never had to face. At the present | 
time God is calling out a Church for His own. 
possession, and bestowing precious gifts upon that | 
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Church. Moreover, He jis sifting that Church 
tind out who ‘are professors and who are possessors. 
Further, ‘‘ God is looking for intercessors. There 
‘are open ‘doors—yes ; but open hearts are needed as 


Prebendary H. W. Hi de pleaded for more prayer 
and for more devoted service, and closed the pro- 


2 ceedings with intercess on and the Benediction. 
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RESIGNATION OR THE SALES 
SECRETARY. 


It was with very great regret. “that ‘the Generel 
at its meeting on May 30th, accepted 
the resignation of Miss C. Carleton as Sale of Work — 
Secretary. Ever since the D.A.W.C. first had a 
stall at the Combined Missions Sale, in 1930, Miss 
Carleton has been indefatigable inc her work and 
enthusiasm in seeking to make the stall a success.. 
She has kindly promised to carry on until after the 
_ next Sale in October of this-year, but feels that she 
must then give up the work. The Association owes 
to her a big debt of. gratitude;.for it is entirely 
thanks to her and to her faithful helpers that a sub- 
stantial sum has been added year. by year to the 
| funds from this source. | 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


In October next it is hoped to resume the 
monthly meetings for prayer for ‘the work and 
workers in Western China. The wonderful oppor-. 
tunities in the Diocese at the present time, coupled 
as they are with grave difficulties owing to the — 

uncertainty of conditions, the economic situation, - 
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the damaze done by. the “ Reds,” ‘ete. ., constitute 


_;, an urgent call for earnest and continued prayer. It 


is a real strength to the workers to know that 


fee are regularly bearing them up in corporate 


intercession at these stated times; and it is sincerely 
hoped that all who are interested and who believe in 


the power of prayer will make a definite effort to 


attend. | 
The meetings will i held (D.V.) as before, 


from 3 to 4 p.m. on the first Tuesday in the month, 


i.e., on October 2nd, November 6th, December 4th, ae 
1934: January 1st, February 5th aad March 5th, 

1935, at 14, ‘Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2. 
(close to Charing Cross Underground station), by 


_ kind permission of the Church Association. 


Special remembrance of Western China has 
been kindly ‘promised at the undermentioned regular 
Prayer Meetings, at which any who can attend will 
be welcome:— 

St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... 1st afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon... 1st Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon ... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 
St. Michael’s, Braintree ... lst Saturday, evening. 


Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th fonder 11.45 4 m. 


| Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Thorsden, Guildford Road, 


Woking ond Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. 
St. James’, Dover ae ... 4th Sunday, evening :service. 
_ St. Mark’s, Preston . ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Dunston, Lincs. ... Wednesdays, 3 p.m. . 
: Christ Church, Richmond... Fridays, 8 p.m. (except. 1st 
(Surrey) Friday). 
Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s, Ealing ..° Fridays, 5.30 p. 
Christ Church, ... Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Union Hall, Dover ... as Saturdays, evening. 


Reigate Parish Church... 4th Saturday. 
Christ Church, Barnet _... 

Ferndown, Dorset 

St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton..... -  . 
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93 
PRAYER CYCLE. 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING).. TANISHAN. 
TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
SINTIENTSI. 

KWANGYUAN, CHIENCHOW. 
PACHUNG (PBACHOW). | 

ANPU, FU-TSUEN-I, SINCHENPA. 
N GSHAN, CHOWKOW. | 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 
KUAN-IN-KOH. 


LINSHUI. | 
CHUHSIEN, TUCHT. , 


. TACHU. 

. TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 

LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 

18. WANHSIEN. SHIH 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFD), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. | 


CHNA 


19. 

20. MOWCHOW. 

21. P*ING-WU (LONGAN), SONGPAN. 

92. CHONGPA. 

23. MIENCHOW. 

24. ANHSIEN. 

25.. MIENCHU. | 

SINTU. 

29. CHONGKIANG. 

30. CHENGTU. | 

31. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


? 

4 
j 

4 

> 
: 


) 


QA 


SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR INTERCESSION 


AND THANKSGIVING. | 


LET US THANK 


That missionaries have been able to return to many of 


. the evacuated stations; and that it seems possible that . 


others may be re-occupied before. long. 
For the abundant blessing given through the recent 


— Bible Schools, and for the new zeal for evangelism, shown 
by those who have attended them. For signs of increased 


spiritual life in some of the churches ; and for “open doors’’. 


on every hand. 
For the changed attitude towards Christianity now 


being shown by young men who a : “time ago were 
leaders of the anti-Christian movement, and by many 


students of Government Schools. | 
For the number of friends who attended the D.A.W.C. 


meeting, and for the inspiring messages given by Mr. Wu 


and Mr. Sadler. 


For His gracious provision for all the financial needs 


‘of the Association during the past: year. 


LET US PRAY 
- For health and strength for Bishop Ku to meet all the 


: es difficulties and responsibilities of his large area; and that he 


may know definitely what is the Lord’s will concerning | 


. him for the future. For Bishop Song in his contacts and 


opportunities with students in Chengtu. 
For the churches in the north and east of the aeEeoee 
which are faced with such grave problems at the present 


time in regard to self-support. For all who have suffered 


loss through the Communist invasion. For those who, 
under great.stress, have compromised their Christian pro- 
fession, that they may be given the grace of repentance ; 


and for some who are still in grave anxiety: about their 


relatives. 

For revival in churches where the spiritual life is at 
a low ebb; and for all pastors and other workers in charge 
of congregations, that their ministry may not be hindered 
by financial difficulties. For guidance as to the future, 
both as regards paid and voluntary workers; and that G~ 
will raise up more men and women, filled ‘with the Holy 
Spirit, for His service. 

For missionaries now on furlough from the Diocese ee 


returning shortly, that their time at home may be. blessed 


and used. of God. For those expecting to sail for China in 


- the autumn; and for the Rev. D. N. Sargent and.any other 
~ recruits.. For new missionaries just beginning their work 


in the Diocese. 
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PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE OR 
WESTERN CHINA. 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised - 
that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank | 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 
women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have 
happened turn out to the furtherance ‘of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare. Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and > 
distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. Restore any who through fear of man, the love | 
of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 
or lost their first love, and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 
that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth throughout 


the whole of Western China. “ 


We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 
workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare | 


-_ them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 


Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and 
grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast ° 
called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 


Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
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